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March Meeting

The presentation this month will be given by
Sandy, N8YS regarding this years Field Day event.
That’s right, it is time to start planning for Field Day
already. The meeting will be on March 21* at 7:30pm at
the Tri-Township fire station’s meeting room. If you
need directions, they can be found on the club’s website
that is listed above. Hope to see you there!

THE PREZ SEZ: . ven xons

KC8YOH

Good evening to all. I think, well hope, that it is
safe to say Spring is just about upon us. I was able to
take a nice walk after getting home from work and
playing with my son outside in the yard. I hope there are
many more days like this to come in the near future.
Just a couple of things to update everyone on this month,
so here goes...

As discussed at the last meeting Bob, WSERD
has been working hard on a membership drive for the
club. Later in this newsletter is an update from him.
The only “snag” we have had along the way is that |
found out our Special Services Club status has expired.
At any rate, I have reapplied via the ARRL’s website
and I am still awaiting the status. I will keep everyone

up to date as I find out what is going on. I can say that
we as a club, we still fulfill the majority of the activities
that are required to have that special status and I hope
that the renewal process goes smoothly.

Also as requested by a club member, our weekly
net on Monday evenings was not listed on the ARRL’s
net directory, so I submitted that information as well.
Maybe that will draw some other check-ins each week as
well as new hams to the meetings each month.

We have a fellow club member that will be
submitting an article over the next few months regarding
a DX-pedition that he will be going on. I hope you
enjoy the addition to the newsletter.

DELARA is also holding a raffle. More details
in an article later in this newsletter as well.

This is the last time this will be published. Next
month we will just cut you off!!! !

And one final note, please don’t forget that it is
that time of year again. That’s right, membership fees
are due!! Please get your dues to Ken in a timely
fashion. Also, please let Ken know if you have any
information such as phone number, email address, etc,
that may need changed for the roster. This would also
be a good time to indicate if you would rather receive the
newsletter via email rather than in the mail. As I am
sure you are aware, postage is one of the biggest
expenses the club has. Please just let us know if you
would like to change this.



That is it from the keyboard this month. Hope to
see everyone at the meeting next week!

73!

E. C. News: by Don Miller, KBSSIA

WOW-It’s only March and the requests for
ARES’s Radio assistance has already rocketed to five
(5) events. They are in date order:

1. HFP Racing Sunday May 13, 2007 7:15A -
11:00A at Olentangy Indian Caverns.

2. KSS (Kids safety scenes) May 15, 2007 Tuesday
at JVS North 8:30A - 2:30P.

3. Wendy’s Tri/Duathlon June 10, 2007 Sunday at
Alum Creek 6:45A - 12 noon.

4. Fat Rabbit Racing Dual event Scarlet and Gray
And 2nd event Triathlon, Sunday June 24, 2007
6:45A - 1130A at Alum Creek. (This is also field

day).

5. July 4th Parade Sunbury. The actual day of the
Parade will be announced at a later date.

Now that we have the schedules
listed so far we can continue with other things.

How are we doing on the FEMA courses??.
They are still available at
www.learningservices.us/fema/lms. Also the Continuing
Education Courses are still being offered by the ARRL
on their site at www.arrl.org/cce/courses.html For more
information contact the CCE Department at
cce@arrl.org

Since we have gone to monthly A.R.E.S.
meetings [ would like to have members participate in
presenting a few of the training ideas and sessions to the
group. It will be strictly a volunteer effort. It should be
an advanced notice so that DELARA members can join
us in the sessions. I will make sure the notice is put in
this column every month.

In April, since President Bush signed the “21st
Century Emergency Communications act “ on October
4, 2006 making Amateur Radio part of the Emergency
Communications Community, [ am hoping to have Mr.
Gallagher from EMA explain to our group and those
interested on just how this will affect us here in

Delaware County. That meeting will take place on April
10, 2007 at the Delaware EOC. It should be most
interesting. Stay tuned.

Congratulations Joe, KSMP and the crew that
has put together and implemented the Technician
Training Class now going on at the Orange Township
Fire House. We in ARES wish every student the best.

I’ll be attending the ARES section conference at
the  State Fire Marshal /Ohio Fire Academy in
Reynoldsburg, Oh on March 31, 2007. I’ll take notes and
pass on to you any information that is important to our

group.

That’s it for this column this month. Talk at you
next month.

JOB ,S Place: by Joe Papworth, K8MP

Howdy from Joe’s Place

Spring is finally starting to sprung !!!
(I know, bad grammar in a couple of ways, but I claim
my right of poetic license)

Anyway, | saw my first robin of the season a
week or two ago and our crocuses are in bloom,
although it doesn’t take much for those things to bloom.
Heck, they started coming up last December when we
had that extended warm spell. Then when winter finally
came, they just bided their time under all of that snow,
and as soon as the stuff melted, they kicked back in to
gear. I guess we can learn a lesson or two from those
crocuses. Like: It’s time to get out there and make some
antennas sprout.

KS8EHB, W8SJV, and I teamed up to “plant” an
HF antenna at the Orange Township fire station. We put
my Cushcraft R-5 vertical on the roof. We’re still
holding our breath to see if anyone complains about the
appearance, since the locals decided a fire station with
visible antennas would somehow wreck the ambience of
the neighborhood. The ironic thing is that there are huge
high-tension lines and towers close to the place, so why
are they so concerned about relatively tiny antennas? Go
figure...

Now for the good stuff: The antenna works well.
The SWR is low and we made one 20 meter SSB contact
and received a 5x9, plus 10 db report in Colorado. The
guy was using a 4-element SteppIR at 105 feet, so his



antenna was doing most of the work, but heck, at least
we were “getting out.”

We still need to get the 144/440 Mhz antenna
hooked back up, but that will be a quickie. The mast
brackets are already in place. We just need to shorten the
mast (for that wretched appearance reason), mount the
antenna, and attach the coax. When that’s done, we’ll
have antennas for seven bands. (We still need to install
an HF rig permanently in the radio room)

One problem we’ll have to overcome is that we
were getting into the fire station’s intercom system
during that 20 meter QSO. I need to find out what type
of system it is (i.e. wired or wireless, etc) so we can
begin figuring out how to solve the problem.

Well, that’s about it for this month. Don’t forget
we have an exam session on April 7" and that we’ll have
twelve new Hams and Delara members after that. See
you then...

...At Joe’s Place

heading back to the New England area. We will be
stopping in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. We
are looking for ideas on where to visit while we are up in
the area. If anyone has any ideas, please let us know.

So, how does one get ready to operate:

- from a different location for a twenty-four hour
contest?

- using high power instead of low power?

- using big antennas rather than a little wire?

- planning on running a rate of around 100
QSQO's per hour?

Check next month and I'll fill you in on my
'battle plan.'

PEI — Here I come: ., ron 1.

KV8Q

After 46 years of enjoying ham radio, [ am
going to have the opportunity to go on a little DX-
pedition. It took a little encouragement from my wife,
Debbie, who is KC8LYF. We initially were looking at
heading down to the Caribbean but we just couldn't get
the dates and location coordinated. So, we decided to
combine our annual vacation with a trip to Prince
Edward Island (PEI) to operate the ITARU contest this
July.

It looks like we will be heading to Hartford, CT
initially and spend a couple of days over there seeing the
area. One stop in that area will probably be a visit to
WI1AW. We will head from there up to Houlton, ME for
an evening and then onto PEI. I will have a couple of
days to get used to the equipment, antennas,
propagation, etc from VY2TT's location and spend some
time sight-seeing with the wife I will be operating as
VY2/KV8Q. To get a look at the station, go to:
http://www.peidxlodge.com. On July 14th at 1200Z, I
will be operating the IARU contest as a single-op, CW
only, high power entry. My main focus will be Europe;
but, any and all QSO's will be appreciated, especially
those with the folks back home in Ohio. Just by the
way, this contest falls on my wife's birthday and she still
said I could operate!!!

The day after the contest is over, we will be

Membership Drive: u, so pion

WS8ERD

It has apparently been about 20 years since
DELARA had a large membership drive.

This is an especially good time to have one, with
the elimination of the CW requirement, and the new
ARRL Hello program, to grow the amateur radio
service. Many folks do not know that DELARA is a
special kind of club, honored by the ARRL as a Special
Service club because of all the varied things we do.

That designation gives us some special privileges, such
as getting various lists and mailing lists of hams from the
ARRL.

ARRL is now sending us mailing labels and
computer lists of all the hams in Delaware County.
There about 500 such hams, but only about 60 are
DELARA members. We are going send a letter to all of
the non-members, describing the advantages of
belonging to DELARA, and inviting them to join. They
will receive some nice inducements, such as free
membership for the first year, a copy of QST, a
certificate of their license suitable for framing, loan of
equipment on a rotating basis, and friendly assistance
with their station as needed.

We need your help to make this a success. First
with assembling the letters, but then more importantly to
make a SPECIAL EFFORT to greet new members and
take an interest in them and make them feel at home.
Help them if they have problems with their stations,
wear name tags to the meetings so they can get to
recognize you, offer them rides if needed, loan unused
equipment to the DELARA rotating loaner pool, be an
ELMER!



The club dues are just enough to keep the club
going, so we do not have extra funds to help pay for the
postage of this mailing. Please participate in the raffle
being held at the next meeting, and make volunteer
contributions to the membership drive fund. THANKS!

Bob Dixon W8ERD, Membership Committee

Editor’s Note: Please see the note in my article
regarding our Special Services Club status. Once this
gets renewed, we should be able to get our labels and
continue on with this project. — Vern, KC8YOH

this time, you do not need to be present for the drawing,
but that is subject to change, besides, why wouldn’t you
want to come to the meeting and be there for the
drawing.... !

Articles Wanted:

So, you get your latest edition of the DELARA
news and you see this blank spot at the end. You ask
yourself, “I wonder what could go here every month??”
The answer is simple, you can submit an article. All it
takes is a few minutes to write up a short article that is
about % of a page or so in length about a ham radio
related item that others in the club would find
interesting. Maybe it is a quick guide to remind folks
how to access the IRLP node (sorry Gary), or about a
new mode you have be playing with. Heck, you don’t
even have to submit something every month if you don’t
want to. Please give it some thought, as it is a neat way
to contribute your knowledge back to fellow club
members. So remember, your article could be HERE
next month.

DELARA RAFFLE:

That’s right, DELARA is holding a raffle.
Thanks to the generosity of Jerry, KERA, we will be
raffling off two of his wonderful CW iambic paddles. If
you were able to attend last month’s meeting, you were
able to see these up close and personal to check out his
fine craftsmanship. As I said, he has donated 2 paddles,
the P-2 and the P-2jr. To check out more info on these
paddles, visit Jerry’s website at http://www.k8ra.com

Ok, so the details for you... We are going to
have 2 separate drawings, one for each paddle. You will
have the chance to enter at the March meeting and the
April meeting, with the drawing being held at the May
meeting. You MUST attend the meeting to purchase a
ticket. NO IF, ANDS or BUTS!! Tickets will be $10 for
EACH ticket purchased, for each drawing. There is no
limit on the amount to tickets you can purchase. After
all, this is a fundraiser, so if you want to buy lots of
tickets to increase the odds of you winning, why not! At




